
their heritage behind, are destined to lose 
their identity, he added. The Prime Minister 
said that when India was not independent, its 
knowledge, and its traditions such as Yoga and 
Ayurveda were belittled. The Prime Minister 
said that the Government is working towards 
establishing an Ayurveda hospital in every 
district of the country. He said that more than 
65 AYUSH hospitals have been developed in 
the last three years.

Read more: http://pib.nic.in/newsite/
PrintRelease.aspx?relid=171776

Ministry WCD launches campaign 
on ‘women for women’: 
#IamThatWoman

In an attempt to end Gender bias in women 
against women, the Ministry of Women and 
Child Development is undertaking an online 
campaign #IamThatWoman.
Through the campaign, the Ministry seeks 
to highlight the various aspects of women 
standing ‘by’ and ‘for’ women. Ministry of 
WCD has urged people to shun stereotypes 
associated with women harming other 
women. Twitter and Facebook users have been 
encouraged to tag and share stories of women 
helping women with a photograph and post 
online with the hashtag #IamThatWoman.
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Dear Friends,
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Look forward to your opinion and

feedback, please write to me or my

colleague (Aditi- adititewari@vhai.org)

with your thoughts and ideas

(Chief Executive, (VHAI)

The first ever All India Institute 
of Ayurveda dedicated to the 
Nation by the Prime Minister on 
Ayurveda Day at New Delhi 

Government working towards establishing 
an Ayurveda hospital in every district 

The Prime Minister, Shri Narendra Modi, today 
dedicated the All India Institute of Ayurveda, in 
New Delhi, to the Nation. The first ever All India 
Institute of Ayurveda (AIIA) is set up along the 
lines of AIIMS. As an apex institute under the 
Ministry of AYUSH, the AIIA will bring synergy 
between the traditional wisdom of Ayurveda 
and modern diagnostic tools and technology. 
Minister of State for AYUSH (Independent 
Charge) Shri Shripad Naik was also present on 
this occasion.

Speaking on this occasion, the Prime Minister 
congratulated the gathering on the celebration 
of Dhanvantari Jayanti as Ayurveda Divas. 
He complimented the Ministry of AYUSH for 
the establishment of the All India Institute of 
Ayurveda.

The Prime Minister asserted that nations cannot 
progress unless they value and cherish their 
history and heritage. Those nations who leave 

http://pib.nic.in/newsite/PrintRelease.aspx?relid=171776
http://pib.nic.in/newsite/PrintRelease.aspx?relid=171776


IN THE NEWS 

PRERNA Policies, Programme, Research, Resources, News and Action in Maternal and Adolescent Health 

Minister for Women and Child Development, 
Smt. Maneka Sanjay Gandhi said, “When a 
woman has the support of her womanhood, 
she can be unstoppable. Through this 
campaign, we aim to shed light on the 
enormous contributions made by women for 
women. A mother-in-law can be her daughter-
in-law’s best companion. It is time we did away 
with the ‘in-law’ in ‘daughter-in-law’. A woman 
manager can easily empathise with her female 
juniors and help her climb the ladder of success. 
Likewise, a landlady’s affection towards a 
female tenant makes a world of difference in 
making the young girl feel at home, away from 
home. Join the ‘#IamThatWoman’ campaign 
and spread the message that a woman can 
move mountains for another woman.”
 
Read more: http://pib.nic.in/newsite/
PrintRelease.aspx?relid=171775

Officers, Staff and Drivers of DGHS 
pledge to drive safely

Trauma Care Division, Directorate General of 
Health Services, Ministry of Health and Family 
Welfare observed the World Trauma Day today 
to emphasize the need and importance of 
observing road traffic rules and saving precious 
lives lost due to accidents in India. As a part 
of special awareness drive, all the participants 
were administered oath of safe driving and 
promoting safe road culture. The participants 

were shown video on road safety and Good 
Samaritan. The event was concluded with 
distribution of informative brochures to all the 
participants.

Subject experts from Ministry of Road Transport 
and Highways, and Ministry of Health 
interacted with the participants and sensitised 
them with the do’s and don’ts of road safety 
and Good Samaritan guidelines. Speaking on 
the occasion, Dr Jagdish Prasad, DGHS stated 
that it is unfortunate that more people die in 
road traffic accidents than due to Malaria, T.B 
and HIV together, but we choose to ignore 
this silent epidemic. He further exhorted that 
road traffic accidents are totally avoidable. 

Read more: http://youthdarpan.com/
environment-technology/officers-staff-drivers-
dghs-pledge-drive-safely/

Women of India Organic Festival 
concludes with having record 
business of Rs.1.84 Crores

New Delhi, October 17: Women of India 
Organic Festival which is the largest festival 
of organic products by women farmers and 
producers came to a successful close with 
record sales of Rs.1.84 Crores. The mega 
festival was organized at Dilli Haat, INA, New 
Delhi and concluded on Monday. 

Notably, the total sales by the women farmers 
and entrepreneurs who came from 25 States 

was Rs.1.84 Crores in this year’s women of 
India Organic Festival. The festival saw a 
footfall of around 2.35 lakhs visitors. Women 
participated from as far as Ladakh, Manipur, 
Sikkim and Pudduchery along with other states 
of the country.

The main aim of the Festival was to support 
and encourage women and women-led 
groups that promote organic farming, thus 
supporting their local community’s economy, 
creating jobs and keeping farmers thriving, in 
addition to spreading proper awareness about 
the benefits of organic products.

Read more: http://www.newsbharati.com/
Encyc/2017/10/17/India-Organic-Festival.
html

Launch of Mobile Health App 
`MedWatch’ By the Indian Air 
Force 

On the occasion of its 85th anniversary, the 
Indian Air Force has launched an innovative 
mobile health App named `MedWatch’ in 
keeping with the Prime Minister’s vision of 
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‘Digital India’. The concept and content of the 
App is by the Directorate General of Medical 
Services (Air) and it has been developed 
in-house with zero financial outlay by the 
Directorate of Information Technology (DIT). 

‘MedWatch’, available on the IAF’s AFCEL 
network, comprises a host of features that will 
provide authentic health information to all IAF 
personnel. A Reminder Tool to enable timely 
immunization for the children of all Air Warriors 
is an important component of the App. This 
will directly enable ‘Mission Indradhanush’ of 
the Govt of India. 

‘MedWatch’, the first mobile health app in the 
three Armed Services, was launched by Air 
Chief Marshal BS Dhanoa PVSM AVSM YSM 
VM ADC, Chief of the Air Staff, during the Air 
Force Commanders’ Conference at New Delhi 
on 11 Oct 17. 

Read more: http://pib.nic.in/newsite/
PrintRelease.aspx?relid=171664

Ministry of Women and Child 
Development celebrates 
International Day of the Girl 
Child; sports stars join hands to 
empower girls

NEW DELHI, 11 October 2017- On the occasion 
of the International Day of the Girl Child, the 

Ministry of Women and Child Development and 
UNICEF together organized a panel discussion 
on The Role of Sports in the Empowerment 
of Girls in New Delhi today. A power-packed 
sports team comprising of UNICEF Goodwill 
Ambassador, Sachin Tendulkar, Indian 
Women’s cricket team captain Mitali Raj, former 
captain Indian women’s National Basketball 
Team, Raspreet Sidhu, Special Olympics athlete, 
Ragini Sharma, Karate champion, Mana 
Mandlekar  and International para swimmer 
and BBBP Champion from Gwalior, Madhya 
Pradesh, Rajni Jha participated in the panel 
discussion.
 
The panel discussion was initiated by the 
Minister of Women and Child Development 
Smt Maneka Sanjay Gandhi. UNICEF India 
representative Dr. Yasmin Ali Haque and 
Secretary WCD, Shri Rakesh Srivastava were 
present on the occasion.
 
Opening the session, WCD Minister said 
that the Government is working hard for 
the empowerment of girls and women. Beti 
Bachao Beti Padhao program, which was 
conceived and launched by the Prime Minister 
as a national flagship program, is committed 
to increasing the value of girls and creating 
an enabling environment for them to enjoy 
their rights, the Minister explained. The results 
of this program are highly encouraging in the 
161 districts in which it has been launched, 
the Minister disclosed. She said that between 
the period 2015-16 and 2016-17 an improving 
trend is seen is Sex Ratio at Birth (SRB) in 104 

districts; 119 districts have reported progress 
in the first trimester registration against the 
reported ANC registrations and status of 
institutional deliveries has improved in 146 
districts.

Read More: http://unicef.in/
PressReleases/439/Ministry-of-Women-and-
Child-Development-celebrates-International-
Day-of-the-Girl-Child-sports-stars-join-hands-to-
empower-girls

Maneka to inaugurate first ever 
conference of Partner NGOs here 
on Oct 9

New Delhi, Oct 6 (UNI) The issues of violence 
against women, chalking out a National Policy 
for women and steps to prevent cyber crime 
against children will be discussed at the first 
ever Conference of Partners NGOs, being 
organised here on October 9. 

Women & Child Development Minister Maneka 
Sanjay Gandhi will inaugurate the conference 
on ‘’Implementation of Policies, Schemes 
and Programmes for Women and Children: 
Challenges and Way Forward’’ in the presence 
of Dr. Virendra Kumar. 

Read more :
http ://www.uni india .com/maneka- to -
inaugurate-first-ever-conference-of-partner-
ngos-here-on-oct9/india/news/1010125.
html#7CKIkutPyMjPtHY0.99
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‘Women need to reach out to form 
partnerships across sectors’

Interview with Alyse Nelson, CEO of Vital 
Voices Global Partnership.

Organised by the Vital Voices Global 
Partnership, a non-governmental organisation 
that identifies, trains and empowers emerging 
women leaders around the globe, the Vital 
Voices of Asia summit is to take place at New 
Delhi from September 15-17. Announced by 
U.S. Secretary of State Hillary Clinton, Vital 
Voices of Asia is supported by a partnership 
between the U.S. government, Humanity 
United, and several multinationals. Excerpts 
from an e-mail interview with Alyse Nelson, 
CEO of Vital Voices Global Partnership, New 
York

“The power of female leadership” is one of the 
themes of the summit. Is female leadership 
distinctly different from male leadership? 
How? Has any comparative study been done 
between the two?

Women who lead are often driven to do so 
because they see a problem in their community 
that disadvantages those around them, and so 
when they search for a solution, they choose to 
engage those around them, thereby finding a 
sustainable solution that is relevant to all in the 
community — this method is sometimes called 
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a “transformative” kind of leadership because 
it is centred around creating lasting change, 
rather than a one-time solution.

Read more: http://www.thehindu.com/
opinion/interview/lsquoWomen-need-to-
reach-out-to-form-partnerships-across-sectors/
article15912642.ece

Speak, Woman
The #MeToo campaign allows women a rare 
experience of public solidarity. Hope the men 
are listening in.

The world is what it is. It does not believe a 
woman easily. It tells her she asked for it; or that 
she was inappropriately dressed. It tells her the 
powerful man did no wrong if he violated her. 
It tells her he will get away. Should she speak 
up even then, the omerta kicks in, erasing all 
protest, eroding her credibility and leaving her 
with a deep sense of shame. Since Sunday, 
women across the world have been aiming a 
two-word slingshot against this toxic silence.

It started with the American actress, Alyssa 
Milano, asking women who had been sexually 
harassed or assaulted to publicly acknowledge 
that experience with the hashtag: Me too. In 
response, thousands of women have posted 
stories of horrific experiences at the hands of 
friends, employers, lovers, relatives, and their 
own Harvey Weinsteins — a real-time map of 
the pervasive assault and harassment in which 
women’s lives are embedded.

The trigger for this near-cathartic outpouring 
was not just Milano’s tweet, but a larger, 
insistent conversation about a culture that 
enables sexual violence. Earlier this month, a 
New York Times investigation revealed how 
Weinstein, one of the most powerful men in 
Hollywood, had, for over close to three decades 
and with total impunity, assaulted women in 
the industry.

He is only one among recent successful 
American men to have been revealed as 
sexual predators — the list includes Bill Cosby, 
Jimmy Saville, R Kelly, and, according to a 
Washington Post investigation, the POTUS 
himself. Closer home, our own experience 
of the rage on Delhi’s streets after the gang 
rape of a young woman in December 2012; 
the students’ protest in the Banaras Hindu 
University, and a recent high court judgement 
that doubts the veracity of a woman’s “feeble” 
no, among many others, have led to a long-
due acknowledgement of the routine violation 
of a woman’s sexual autonomy and freedom 
— as well as the entrenched systems of denial 
that enable it.

In that context, the #MeToo movement is an 
astonishing assertion. For women, it allows a 
rare experience of public solidarity. It turns a 
pri

Read more: http://indianexpress.com/article/
opinion/editorials/speak-woman-alyssa-
milano-me-too-4897160/
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Sex with minor wife, despite 
consent, is rape: Supreme Court

Exception clause to the heinous offence of 
rape allows a man to have sex with his wife 
who is not aged below 15. The Supreme Court 
on Wednesday held that sexual intercourse by 
a man with his wife, who is below 18 years of 
age, is rape.

A girl child below the age of 18 cannot be 
treated as a commodity having no say over her 
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body or someone who has no right 
to deny sexual intercourse to her 
husband, the Supreme Court held.

“Human rights of a girl child are very 
much alive and kicking whether 
she is married or not and deserve 
recognition and acceptance,” a 
Bench of Justices Madan B. Lokur 
and Deepak Gupta observed.

Separate judgments
The two judges wrote separate 
judgments totalling 127 pages. 
The court read down Exception 2 to Section 
375 (rape) of the Indian Penal Code (IPC), 
which allowed the husband of a girl child — 
between 15 and 18 years of age — blanket 
liberty and freedom to have non-consensual 
sexual intercourse with her. Her willingness or 
consent was of no concern. The husband in 
such cases was not punished for rape.

The exception had remained an anomaly 
because Section 375 itself mandated that 
sex with a girl below 18 years of age, with or 
without her consent, was statutory rape. An 
unmarried girl child can prosecute her rapist, 
but a married girl child aged between 15 and 
18 could not even do that, Justice Lokur said, 
pointing out the injustice.

“A child remains a child whether she is 
described as a street child or a surrendered 
child or an abandoned child or an adopted 

child. Similarly, a child remains a child whether 
she is a married child or an unmarried child or 
a divorced child or a separated or widowed 
child. At this stage we are reminded of 
Shakespeare’s eternal view that a rose by any 
other name would smell as sweet — so also 
with the status of a child, despite any prefix,” 
Justice Lokur wrote.

Read more:  http://www.thehindu.com/
news/national/sex-with-minor-wife-is-rape-
says-supreme-court/article19838085.ece

Her right to choose SC does well 
to criminalise marital rape of 
a minor wife. It also needs to 
classify child marriage as forced 
marriage

On October 11, the Supreme Court read down 
Exception 2 to Section 375 of the Indian Penal 
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Code, with prospective effect, to hold that 
“sexual intercourse or sexual acts by a man 
with his own wife, the wife not being 18 years, 
is rape”. The court reviewed the amended law 
on rape, which raised the age of consent from 
16 to 18 years. Exception 2, however, did not 
allow underage wives, above the age of 15 
years, to prosecute their husbands of rape, 
although the Protection of Children from 
Sexual Offences Act (POCSO) criminalised 
sexual assault of underage wives up to the age 
of 18.

The state affidavit pointed out that although the 
Law Commission had recommended raising the 
age to 16 years and this was incorporated in the 
Criminal Law (Amendment) Ordinance, 2013, 
after wide-ranging consultations, the age of 
consent for underage wives was not increased 
to 16. These “consultations” ostensibly did not 
include conversations with women’s rights 
groups which had recommended the insertion 
of a “proximity in age” exception to prevent 
the criminalisation of consensual adolescent 
sex between 16-18 years.

For example, in Florida, “close in age exemptions” 
exist, which allow 16 or 17 years old to engage 
in consensual sex with a partner no older than 
23. However, this recommendation was not 
taken seriously given that the increased age 
of consent was seen as a way of preventing 

pre-marital consensual sex, while forced sex in 
child marriage was seen as a way of preserving 
the institution of marriage.

The burden of preserving marriage inevitably 
falls on women. Hence, the state affidavit 
did not explain why the 2013 ordinance on 
sexual assault which was gender-neutral had 
retained a gender specific exception. The 
2013 ordinance held that “sexual intercourse 
or sexual acts by a man with his own wife, the 
wife not being under sixteen years of age, is 
not sexual assault”. This meant that a husband 
could accuse his wife of sexual assault but a 

wife, above 16 years, could not prosecute 
her husband of sexual assault. This historic 
injustice against wives was redressed by the 
retrospective application of the amended rape 
law in 2013.

The state did not explain why the exception 
excluded aggravated marital rape against child 
wives, that is, rape accompanied with physical 
violence, resulting in disability or serious risk to 
health and even murder.

Read more: http://indianexpress.com/
article/opinion/columns/her-right-to-choose-
supreme-court-marital-rape-4897111/
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LOK SABHA UNSTARRED QUESTION 
NO. 922TO BE ANSWERED ON 21st 
JULY, 2017

CHILD MORTALITY RATE
SHRI KIRTI AZAD

Will the Minister of HEALTH AND FAMILY 
WELFARE be pleased to state: 
(a) the details of the child mortality rate 

prevailing among the Scheduled Tribes, 
StatelUT -wise; 

(b) whether there is scarcity of Subcentres, 
Primary Health Centres and Community 
Health Centres in the tribal areas; 

(c) if so, the details thereof and the reasons 
therefor; and 

(d) the steps taken by the Government to 
provide health facilities to the tribals? 

ANSWER 

THE MINISTER OF STATE IN THE MINISTRY 
OF HEALTH AND FAMILY WELFARE 
(SHRI FAGGAN SINGH KULASTE) 

(a): As per the Sample Registration report of 
the year, 2015 released by Registrar General of  
India; Under Five Mortality Rate (U5MR) at 
National level is 43 per 1,000 Live Births. The  
Registrar General of India, Sample Registration 
System (RGI-SRS), does not provide  
disaggregated data for scheduled tribes. 

However, as per National Family Health Survey III  
(2005-06), U5MR was 95.7 per 1,000 Live Births 
in Scheduled Tribes population. The State  
wise detail is placed at Annexure. 

(b) to (d): Public Health and Hospitals being 
a state subject, the primary responsibility to  
provide accessible, affordable and quality health 
care services to the people including tribal  
population lies with StatelUT Governments. 

However, under the National Health Mission 
(NHM), support is provided to StateslUTs  to 
strengthen their health systems including 
for setting up / upgrading public health 
facilities, augmenting health human 
resources on contractual basis for provision 
of equitable, affordable health care to all its 
citizens particularly the poor and vulnerable 
population including tribal population based 
on requirements posed by the States in their 
Programme Implementation Plans 

Under NHM, all tribal majority districts whose 
composite health index is below the State  
average have been identified as High Priority 
Districts (HPDs) and these districts are to receive  
more resources per capita under the NHM as 
compared to the rest of the districts in the State.  
These districts also receive focused attention 
and supportive technical supervision. 
Norms for infrastructure, Human resources, 
ASHAs, Mobile Medical Units (MMUs) etc.  
under NHM are also relaxed for tribal and hilly 
areas. 

Annexure
Under-5 Mortality Rate (U5MR) for ST as per 

NFHS-3 (2005-06) 
Under Five Mortality 

rate 
ST 

India 95.7 
Andhra Pradesh 112 
ArunachalPradesh 100.9 
Assam 83.2 
Bihar - 
Chhattisgarh 128.5 
Delhi - 
Goa - 
Gujarat 115.8 
Haryana - 
Himachal Pradesh - 
lammu and Kashmir - 
lharkhand 138.5 
Kamataka 77.9 
Kerala - 
Madhya Pradesh 140.7 
Maharashtra 69.8 
Manipur 71.4 
Meghalaya 74 
Mizoram - 
Nagaland 65.8 
Oris sa 136.3 
Punjab - 
Rajasthan 113.8 
Sikkim 35.9 
Tamilnadu - 
Tripura - 
U ttarakhand - 
U ttar Pradesh - 
West Bengal - 
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United Nations backed Gender 
Alliance initiative launches 
Bandhan Tod app to fight child 
marriage
In a unique initiative, Gender Alliance Bihar, 
a collective effort of over 270 civil society 
organisations backed by the UN Population 
Fund, has come up with a mobile application 
to fight the rampant social evil of 
child marriage in the state.

Launched by Deputy Chief 
Minister Sushil Kumar Modi, the 
“Bandhan Tod” app will try to 
create awareness on resisting 
child marriage and will also 
provide round-the-clock help to 
adolescent girls saying no to the 
practice in the form of an SOS 
button.

The Gender Alliance is an 
initiative of the United Nations 
Population Fund (UNFPA) and 
was started to bring together civil 
societies, activists, academicians, 
researchers, media, and others on 
a common platform to advocate 
gender equality.

“Use of latest technology like a 
mobile app is probably the first of 
its kind in the country to fight child 
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marriage,” Nadeem Noor, head of UNFPA in 
Bihar, told IANS.

He said the app offers innovative features 
that will give girls the confidence to stand up 
against marriage before they are 18, the legal 
marriageable age for girls in India, adding its 
unveiling ahead of the formal launch of the 
state-wide campaign against child marriage 

by Chief Minister Nitish Kumar on Mahatma 
Gandhi’s birthday (2 October) was a positive 
development.

Read more :  http://www.firstpost.com/tech/
news-analysis/united-nations-backed-gender-
alliance-initiative-launches-bandhan-tod-app-
to-fight-child-marriage-4055313.html
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